MECKLENBURG COUNTY PARK & RECREATION DEPARTMENT OCTOBER 2020

In just this past month:

We welcomed Volunteers from Veterans Bridge Home, Sedgefield Neighborhood Association, Adams
Beverages, Girl Scout Troop 2383, Insight Global, MANY dedicated Volunteers who signed up as
individuals, the Fourth Ward Green Team, and our partners at Keep Charlotte Beautiful and Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Storm Water! These GREAT Volunteers cleaned up trash, rebuilt picnic tables and benches,
trimmed limbs, removed invasive plants and HELPED THEIR COMMUNITY AND THE ENVIRONMENT!

IT’S NO “TRICK”...WE HAVE AWESOME VOLUNTEERS!
THANK YOU for giving us the “TREAT” of your time and energy!

MANY PARK & RECREATION VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES REMAIN “ON HOLD,”
due to continued health concerns...but a growing number of Park, Greenway
and Nature Preserve projects and programs are being scheduled now! s
Please check these pages for upcoming opportunities to help!

Visit the Park & Recreation website for the latest information:
hitps://www.mecknc.gov/ParkandRec/Pages/Home.aspx

VOLUNTEERSERVICES@MECKNC.GOV
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m CALLING ALL SHUTTERBUGS!

We want your photos...

Look for wildlife! Take photos of animals, birds, insects, plants and flowers , scenic
views and your favorite places

UPLOAD your photos TO THIS LINK - your pics may be posted to | /32 ;
Park & Recreationds soci “’“\ﬂg/xdi al
Here are a few more ways YOU can keep helping in your Parks NOW:
KEEP SAFETY FIRST! Observe all social distancing and public health directives.

When you go walking, take a small trash bag and gloves with you 0 pick up trash
along your walk, place in a trash receptacle and then WASH YOUR HANDS.

—

= Always wear gloves; avoid sharp or heavy objects; and please stay out of
streams/water.

Check us out on Facebookfor NEW o0 Par k vieomsaand MORE > >
https://www.facebook.com/MeckParkRec/ - PLEASE LIKE AND SHARE US!

Follow us on Twitter @meckparkrec or Instagram meckparkrec

“A WALK IN THE PARK?” Cleanup Projects

» Sign up todayto help keep your favorite Park or Greenway clean and healthy!
A great way to spend an hour at lunchtime on Tuesdays, 11:00af2:00,getting
outdoors and helping in your community.

REGISTER AT THIS LINKk and Rec Volunteers: FALL Walk In The Park Cleanups
Registration is limited to 20 Volunteers per dattEVIRYVOLUNTEER MUST HREGISTER
Volunteers should plan to bring their own work gloves, face coverings and water supply — All
current distancing and health directives will be followed.

An email will be sent to all Volunteers the day before the cleanup date, with details about
parking, what to bring, what to wear, etc. *Cleanup/Parking locations subject to change!
Volunteers should be at least 10 years old; anyone under the age of 16 must be accompanied by
an adult who is at least 21 years old.

If you have questions, or if you haveg@oupwho would like to help on a different day/timeplease

contact the Park & Recreation Volunteer Coordinator at Karen.Howard@MeckNC.gov.

UPCOMING DATES © LOCATIONS:

0 Octo ber 6 @ Campbell Creek Greenway, 7400 Cityview Dr 28212

Octo ber 13 @ Irwin Creek Greenway, 1520 Clanton Rd 28208

Octo ber 20 @ Tuckaseegee Park , 4820 Tuckaseegee Rd 28208

Octo ber 27 @ Camp Greene Park, 1221 Alleghany St 28208

Novem ber 10 @ Little Sugar Creek Greenway, 2524 Tyvola Rd 28210

November 17 @ Toby Creek Greenway, Loweds/ 11C

O OO O0Oo
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MECKLENBURG COUNTY PARK & RECREATION DEPARTMENT OCTOBER 2020

SATURDAY PROJECTS

Open for public signup T REGISTER AT THIS LINK:
PARK AND REC VOLUNTEERS: SATURDAY PARK PROJECTS

Sign up TODAY to help keep our Parks clean and beautiful!

Volunteers will benefit their community and the environment i and support Park & Recreation staff! i by
cleaning up trash and debris, picking up tree limbs, etc. All Saturday projects are 9:00am 4 11:00am
Volunteers 12 years old and up are welcome; anyone under the age of 16 MUST be
accompanied by a parent/adult at all times.
Please bring your own work gloves, face covering and water supply i for health and safety.
Register no later than the Wednesday before each date i a confirmation email with additional
details will be sent to all registrants on Thursday.
Park & Recreation staff will meet the Volunteers to review safety guidelines and give instructions.
*Project dates and/or locations are subject to change. We 6ded you in the Parks!

Saturday, October 101 Anita Stroud Park, 28205

Saturday, October 101 Blythe Landing Park, 28078

Saturday, October 17 7 Ramsey Creek Park, 28031

Saturday, October 24 i1 WEED WARRIORS at McDowell - See below!
Saturday, November 7 i Latta Nature Preserve, 28078

Questions?Please contact Karen Howardat 980-314-1046 or Karen.Howard@MeckNC.gov

A Weed War ratMaoDewell Nature Preserve

WANTED: Invasive plant Elaeagnus sp. i A.K.A. Silverberry!
REWARD: Protection of McDowell Nature Preserve's native species
and natural communities!
LAST KNOWN LOCATION:
McDowell Nature Center, 15222 South York Road, Charlotte, 28278

Meet the staff at McDowell Nature Center to connect with people and nature, all while making a positive
difference in the community by removing invasive plant species! Come prepared to cut down small
shrubs with provided hand tools.

1 Please bring your own sunscreen, bug spray, water bottle and snacks.

1 Dress appropriately to be working outdoors for 2.5 hours; closed-toe shoes are required! Please bring your
own work gloves and face covering.

1 Volunteers 12 years old and up are welcome - Anyone under the age of 16 MUST be accompanled by a
parent/adult at all times.

1 Dates/Times: Saturday, October 24 7 9:30am-12:00
Saturday, November 28 i 9:30am-12:00

M You must register folWeed Warriorsat this link

Park and Recreation Volunteers: Weed Warriors at McDowell Nature Preserve

ContactAriel.Lowery@MeckNC.goif you have questions!
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at Stevens CreekNature Preserve

Location:Stevens Creek Nature Preserve, 15700 Thompson Rd, Mint Hill, NC, 28227
Date/Time: Saturday, November 14 — 9:00am-12:00

Attention all GeocachersWe are hiding a brand-new set of caches at Stevens Creek
Nature Preserve, to test your skills at our next Cache In, Trash Out (CITO)! Earn swagnd
help clean up our preserve as you find caches and pick up any trash on the way.
Refreshments will be provided.

Volunteers 12 years old and up are welcome; anyone under the age of 16 MUST be accompanied

by an adult.

Wear long pants and long sleeves for protection from scratches and/or poison ivy; wear closed-

toe shoes (REQUIRED); bring sturdy work gloves.
Please bring a face covering - required when we cannot social-distance. ﬁ(,?:o

You must register fothis opportunity at this link:
Park and Recreation Volunteers: Cache In, Trash Out at Stevens Creek Nature Preserve

ContactKristin.Rosser@mecklenburgcountync.gibyou have any questions about the CITO project!

Are you a Nature-Lover?

VOL UNTEER AT A NATURE CENTER!

We are always looking for dedicated Volunteers to help in our Nature Centers!
NATURE CENTERS WILL BE REOPENING SOON, WITH PATRON CAPACITY LIMITS AND SAFETY
PRECAUTIONS IN PLACE! You can still contact Volunteer Services or your favorite Nature Center to
let us know you would like to help i there may be limited opportunities available!

QUEST (at Latta Nature Preserve), 6345 Sample Road, Huntersville, 28078 ¥ W
CONTACT: Anjoli.Reynolds@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov é&

Reedy Creek Nature Center, 2900 Rocky River Road, 28215 ¢
CONTACT: Jose.Chavez@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov RV g

McDowell Nature Center, 15222 South York Road, Charlotte, 28278
CONTACT: Melissa.OLenick@MeckNC.gov

Watch for opportunities at the NEW Stevens Creek Nature Center in Mint Hill, OPENING SOON!

Note that many of these roles require an ongoing time commitment and additional training:
- Animal Care Assistant i Basic or Advanced
- Visitor Services 1 Greet visitors; help maintain exhibits, etc.
- Docent i Trained in animal handling; assist with Nature Center programs and events; etc.
- Grounds Volunteer 7 Various tasks in outdoor areas around Nature Center
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SCOUTS = Park & Recreation will continue to accept

limited Scout project proposals, on a case -by-case basis &

contact VolunteerServices@MeckNC.gov for information.
Project information is posted on www.parkandrec.com > Volunteer
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Volunteer
Opportunities for Groups

WEEKDAY GROUP PROJECTS are now being scheduled!

Contact us to let us know of your interest f{olOW THROUGH NOVEMBER!
Bring YOUR group out to help keep our Parks, Greenways and Nature Preserves
looking their very best! We welcome any group: businesses, churches, Scouts,

neighborhoods, fraternities/sororities, students, civic groups, etc.
Visit www.parkandrec.comto find a Park, Greenway or Nature Preserve location that will be
convenient for your Volunteers.
We prefer to schedule Volunteer projects during the morning on Tuesday, Wednesday or
Thursday if possible. We can work with you if you need a different day or time!
Park & Recreation staff will meet your group, to review safety guidelines and get you started.
Contact us with a preferred date for your project — 2 weeks out, please! —and an estimated
number of Volunteers, including how many adults and youth, if applicable.
Volunteers should plan to bring their own work gloves, water supply and face coverings.
Volunteers are expected to follow all current distancing and safety directives!
For Youth Volunteersthere must be at least 1 adult per 10 youth/teens; Volunteers should
be at least 10 years old.

ContactKaren.Howard@MeckNC.gov
for more information and to schedule a date!

>
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@ VOLUNTEER ENROLLMENT TIPS %/

We LOVE our Volunteers and we want to make it EASY for you to come and help your communltyI Here
FNBE + FSg (GALIA F2NJ @82dzX¢l ! bY Patk& ReERaidn Départngnd K S

OUR VOLUNTEER APPLICATION PROCESS WILL BE REACTIVATED IN OCTOBE
Contact\olunteerServices@MeckNC.gto receive the application linkif needed

YOU DOIOTNEED TENROLL/SUBMIT A VOLUNTEER APPLICATION
- For oneday events or projects
- For helping with a program ONE tinee for less than 10 hours totd@xample: chaperoning ONE field trip
for an outof-school programworking at 2 Saturday projects foh8urs each
YOUWMUSTENROLL/SUBMIT A VOLUNTEER APPLICATION
- To be a Coach for any sport
- To assist with an ongoing program on a regular basis (Example: tutoring once e aarekg ESL

Please contacfolunteerServices@MeckNC.idyou are not sure whether or not you
need to enroll for a volunteer project, event or program. We are happy to assist you!

CONTACTUS.

For moreinformation on volunteering for any of our programs or projec
please contact:

Karen Howard at 98814-1046
Karen.Howard@MeckNC.gov

WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS!

PLEASE NOTE: Volunteers under the age of 16 must be accompanied by a parent/adul
who is at least 21 years old.
*Volunteers working with Therapeutic & Inclusive Recreation Services (TIRS)
must be at least 18 years old.

Volunteer Services Program Mission Statement

1. To assist Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation Department staff in providing services needed to
offer quality recreation and leisure services to the community by:

77 Supporting direct services provided to the public by salaried department staff.

77 Supplementing internal support service functions, including maintenance, clerical, administrative
and similar tasks.

2. To provide the Citizens of Mecklenburg County opportunities for citizen involvement and to increase
their awareness of the Department’s responsibilities, facilities and services.
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